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A. Anthony 
 
Anthony is a 15 year old, white youth. Last fall, Anthony was placed with his 
biological mother, 34 years old, by children and youth services, after a period of 
living with his grandfather while his mother was in drug and alcohol treatment. 
Anthony lives in an apartment building that houses low-income families with varying 
ethnic backgrounds from three public school districts. He lives in a two-bedroom 
apartment with his mother, his mother’s boyfriend, his older sister, two dogs, a cat, 
and a python snake. It is small and crowded and Anthony sleeps on the floor in the 
living room. His mother is struggling to attend community college, work part-time, 
and remain sober. Her health is poor and she is often ill. His mother’s boyfriend 
works daily as a construction laborer. 
 
Anthony liked living with his grandfather and other family members and resented his 
mother’s efforts to have him back home with her. He thinks she favors his older 
sister. His older sister attends school in a different school district. Anthony thinks his 
mother just wants his support funding. He is angry at home and at school. The 
school reported having behavioral issues with Anthony. His teacher, who is in her 
first year of teaching, questioned whether or not Anthony was in the right classroom 
placement. He was frequently absent from school in the beginning of the year and 
was recently placed on probation due to truancy (along with a community offense).  
Anthony tested negative for substance use. He wants to get a job for the summer.  

 
B. Berta 

 
Berta is 15 years old and in the ninth grade. She was born in the U.S. to parents 
who emigrated from Ethiopia. Berta’s parents separated two years ago and she 
currently lives with her mother. Her father moved to a different state. 
 
Berta came to the attention of the children and youth agency due to a truancy 
petition that had been filed by the school district. The school counselor had reported 
that Berta had a problem with skipping classes, mainly Language Arts and History. 
After a school meeting with Berta and her mother, Berta’s attendance improved. A 
month later, Berta ran away from home which caused attendance issues with 
school. 
 
Berta’s mother is concerned with her daughter’s attendance and with her not 
following house rules. She reports that Berta comes and goes as she pleases and 
engages in reckless activities. The mother is concerned about the peers with whom 
Berta is spending her time. She is afraid that some of Berta’s friends may be gang 
related. She reported that Berta had a boy over to the house when she should have 
been in school and they were having sex.  
 
Berta has made allegations that her mother beat her. She also reported that her 
father used to beat both her and her mother. The mother admitted to using physical 
discipline but stated that neither she nor the father has “beat” Berta. Berta 
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complained that her mother does not let her do anything or go anywhere without 
supervision. She also reported that her mother only wants her to hang out with 
Muslim friends. 

 
C. Tyrell 

 
Tyrell is a 16 year old, Black youth, who has been in and out of foster care 
placement since the age of 3 years old, primarily due to his mother’s substance 
addiction. He was just placed in a new school district with a single African American 
foster mother and seven members of her extended family. The home is crowded, 
but friendly and very organized.  Tyrell came to this home without any clothing or 
other personal belongings. Tyrell has little contact with his biological family. 
 
Prior to this placement, Tyrell had lived with his father for two years. During this time 
he committed several offenses in the community and struggled with truancy. Tyrell 
has a history of drug use, and his most recent offense was for possession. At the 
time of his arrest, and still, Tyrell’s father could not be located, leading to Tyrell’s 
placement in a foster home. 
 
Tyrell’s new foster family has high expectations for him and will not tolerate drug 
use. The foster mother is willing to participate in services with Tyrell and will support 
him in following the terms of his probation, which include attending counseling. All 
the other children in the family attend school daily and earn passing grades. 

 
D. Tracy 

 
Tracy is a 14 year old white youth who is in the 7th grade. She lives with her mother 
and her 21 year old brother who is disabled. Tracy has two additional older siblings 
who live outside the home. Tracy’s mother is unemployed and struggling to access 
unemployment benefits. Her parents divorced when she was four years old. Tracy 
visited with her father and had what was reported to be a positive relationship until 
the age of 12. It is unknown what led to the breakdown of their relationship. Tracy’s 
older siblings had truancy petitions filed against them when they were in school.  
 
The family was referred to the children and youth agency by the school district. 
Tracy has an IEP for reading and for math. She has not attended school for the 
majority of the school year. The family is struggling financially and both Tracy and 
her mother show symptoms of depression. Tracy had been treated for depression in 
the past, but was noncompliant with the medication she was prescribed. She has 
not been to a mental health provider in over a year. 
 
*These case studies were used and adapted with permission from: National Center for School 
Engagement. (2007) Truancy case management handbook: Advice from the field. Colorado 
Foundation for Families and Children, Denver, CO. 


