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Your agency received a new referral on an open case involving Carley Smith (age 11 

years), Christian Smith (age 5 years), and Cameron Smith (age 3 months) following a 

violent altercation that occurred between the mother and Cameron’s father (Colin Levitt) 

the previous night in the presence of the three children. Carley placed a call to 911. The 

altercation began when Mr. Levitt became aware that the mother, Crystal Smith, left the 

children home alone. Christian sustained minor injuries to his lip, eye, and cheek as a 

result of Mr. Levitt bumping into him and knocking him over during the altercation. Mr. 

Levitt admits to being under the influence of alcohol and the mother is believed to have 

been under the influence of crack cocaine, however refused to take a drug test. It was 

discovered that Ms. Smith had been leaving the children home alone several nights 

each week, with the expectation that Carley care for her younger siblings, including 

cooking dinner. It was also discovered that Ms. Smith had been smoking crack cocaine 

in front of the children. 

When the family first became involved with your agency, approximately 2 years ago, 

informal arrangements were made for Carley and Christian to stay with the maternal 

grandmother due to substance abuse problems with the mother and due to the children 

being left home alone. At this time, the maternal grandmother is in a nursing home and 

unable to care for the children. Carley and Christian have different fathers. The 

whereabouts of Christian’s father are unknown. Carley’s father lives out of state and has 

indicated that his home is “not fit” for children. There are no other family resources, so 

the children will be placed in the same foster care home as a sibling group. 

About the Children 

Carley 

Carley is a sixth-grade student at Franklin Elementary, who appears to be 

intelligent, developmentally appropriate, physically healthy, but very depressed. 

Carley is very protective of her mother and brothers. Carley takes on and accepts 

responsibility for the caretaking role for both of her brothers. Carley has 

frequently seen her mother using drugs and understands what they are and how 

they affect her mother. Carley is extremely preoccupied with the family situation 

and says she is afraid of Mr. Levitt and for her mother’s and her brother’s safety. 

Christian 

Christian, who attends kindergarten at Franklin Elementary School, appears to 

be physically healthy although somewhat small for his age. His vocabulary is 

limited for his age. He is shy and somewhat withdrawn. Christian reports that 

Carley takes care of him a lot and that sometimes his mother is not there. 

Christian said that he was afraid of Mr. Levitt last night. He reports that he is not 

usually scared because Carley takes care of him and she is nice to him.  
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Cameron 

Cameron appears to be small for his age. He was laid on the couch with a pillow 

propped up at his side to prevent him from rolling off the couch. He slept 

throughout most of the interview. When he woke up crying the mother did not 

comfort him, check on his diaper, or offer him a bottle. Only after you picked 

Cameron up and commented on his needs did Ms. Smith prepare him a bottle 

and offer it to him. 

 

 

 

  


