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The final and least desired permanency option for a child or youth is Another Planned 
Permanent Living Arrangement (APPLA).  This option should rarely be used, as it affords 
the child/youth with the least amount of permanency.  Under APPLA, the child remains 
dependent and the agency keeps the case open and retains legal and physical custody.   
 

APPLA allows a child to stay in out-of-home care with a non-relative until the age of 
majority with a caregiver who has made a verbal or written commitment to keep the child 
or youth in his/her care until the age of majority.  All other permanency options must be 
ruled out before this plan is ever considered.  In addition, Child Preparation services 
should be provided to the child/youth before this plan is considered. 
 

Parents’ rights and responsibilities: The parents maintain rights to visit with their child, 
unless parental rights were involuntarily terminated by the court or the parents voluntarily 
relinquished their parental rights.  They also maintain the responsibility to financially 
support the child.  The parents can request the court at any time to review the case to 
reconsider the custody order or visitation order.   
 

Agency’s responsibilities: The child welfare professional has the ongoing responsibility 
to work with the parents, youth, and caregivers to develop a visitation plan that will meet 
the child’s needs for safety permanence and well-being.  This responsibility includes 
arranging for ongoing sibling visitation no less than twice per month (per Act 115 of 2010). 
The agency will maintain monthly contact with the child, assure safety in the home in which 
the child resides, and complete ongoing assessments of the child’s needs.  Other 
responsibilities include the planning, ensuring the delivery of and monitoring of needed 
medical, educational, behavioral, and supportive services.  The agency has the 
responsibility of maintaining community and extended family connections for the 
child/youth until the child is discharged from care.  The child welfare professional must also 
continually engage the parents and youth in ongoing case planning. 
 

Court’s responsibilities: APPLA requires a “compelling reason,” because APPLA does 
not provide the same legal permanency for children as adoption or permanent legal 
custody does. If the county children and youth agency (CCYA) recommends APPLA, the 
reason must be documented in the case file and the child welfare professional also must 
be prepared to present to the court the compelling reason.   
 

Compelling reasons might include: 
 
 Child is a teen; and  

• does not want to be adopted after having received quality Child 
Preparation services; 

• has a resource parent who has made a long term commitment to keep 
the child until the age of majority, and  

• reunification, permanent legal custodianship and placement with relative 
are not appropriate for the child. 

 Child had serious emotional or behavioral problems, which require the child to reside 
out of the biological parents’ home to receive treatment and when the child 
stabilizes, the home of the parents will be safe for the child. 
 

The court must approve this permanency plan and conduct regular review hearings.  


