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Your agency received a new referral on the Blooms, a Caucasian family living in a semi-rural county 

in Pennsylvania.  The referral was related to children, Emma Bloom (age 11 years), Aidan Bloom 

(age 5 years), and Mason Payton (age 3 months) following an incident where a neighbor found 

Emma going through her garbage can at 10:00 at night.  She told her she had been looking for food 

for her and her siblings because there was no food in her house. The two younger children were 

home alone at the time.  The parents’ whereabouts were unknown.  The children were placed in the 

home of their maternal aunt and uncle, Brandon and Cindy Bloom where they remain.  

You, the caseworker received the case and discovered the following through interviews.  The 

mother, Taylor Bloom left the three children home alone. She left to obtain her drug of choice: 

methamphetamine. The mother denies having a substance abuse problem.  She became hostile 

and uncooperative when the caseworker inquired about the allegations regarding her behavior. The 

mother smelled of alcohol during the 11:30 a.m. visit. She refused to take a drug test. She said that 

her Emma is mature, has lots of common sense, and can take care of the younger children just fine.  

The home appeared cluttered and several dirty diapers were observed on the floor.  The home 

smelled of feces and rotten food.   

Mason’s father, Sam Payton was found to be in jail where he was interviewed.  He confirmed the 

allegations, although provided somewhat conflicting information regarding his involvement. He 

admits to being out with friends drinking that night.  He said he would never leave the children by 

themselves for an entire evening and doesn’t agree that Taylor makes the right parenting choice 

when she leaves them. However, he acknowledged that he left the home knowing that Taylor would 

leave the children alone “as she always does”.  He justified his absence because he had made his 

plans first and didn’t think he should be stuck “babysitting” the children.  He plays a limited role in 

parenting the three children.  He states that he refuses to change diapers because that is not what 

men do.  He denies disciplining any of the children because the older children are not his and he 

views discipline as Taylor’s responsibility.  He said that sometimes he helps Emma with her English 

homework because he is better at English than Taylor.  However, he abdicates most other parenting 

responsibilities.   

Sam and Emma both report that Taylor frequently uses physical discipline on the children by using a 

belt strap or telephone cord. Sam reports that the children are well behaved but Taylor will let them 

stay up late one night and then discipline them the next night if they do stay up late. 

He thinks that Emma is mature enough to care for her brothers for short periods of time and that 

they are in good hands.  Later that evening, he was arrested for aggravated assault at an after-

hours party when he attacked another man with an antique sword following an argument. Although 

he admits to drinking every night, he denies it’s excessive.  He admits that the incident with the 

sword was impulsive and it occurred because he was drunk.  He said he is very rarely violent.  After 

pleading guilty, Sam was sentenced to probation. 
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Sam reports his relationship with Ms. Bloom is usually good, although they argue at times because 

she refused to change her last name to Payton when they married. He said her decision hurt him.     

From your interviews, you discovered that Ms. Bloom had been leaving the children home alone 

several nights each week, with the expectation that Emma care for the house and her younger 

siblings, including making dinner.  

Emma also confirmed that she watched her brothers while her mother was out and that most of the 

time there was no formula for the baby. She reported that she tried to feed the baby milk from the 

refrigerator but it was sour and the baby threw-up. She reported that she watches her siblings a few 

times a week when her mother and Sam are not home.   

Emma is extremely preoccupied with the family situation and for her mother’s and her brother’s 

safety.  She expresses fear of her neighbors because there are always new people coming in and 

out of the homes.  She thinks they do drugs. She reports that Sam does not discipline them in any 

way.     

Aidan, who attends kindergarten at Cleveland Elementary School, appears to be physically healthy 
although somewhat small for his age. His vocabulary appears limited for his age. He is shy. Aidan 
reports that Emma takes care of him a lot and that sometimes his mother is not there.  He doesn’t 
get scared because he feels Sam and Emma take good care of him.      

 
School guidance counselor, Sally Portman, reports that in the past three weeks the children have 

consistently arrived at school late and without lunch or lunch money. On one occasion a teacher 

reported that Aidan was wearing the same clothes he wore the day before and they were very dirty. 

The mother has not yet responded to a note and call regarding the children’s tardiness. 

When the family first became involved with your agency, approximately 2 years ago, informal 

arrangements were made for Emma and Aidan to stay with the maternal grandmother, Terry 

Bloom due to substance abuse problems with the mother and due to the children being left home 

alone. At this time, the maternal grandmother is suffering from cancer and unable to care for the 

children. 

The mother’s alleged substance and possible alcohol abuse appears to be affecting the mother’s 

ability to adequately supervise the children as well as consistently meet their basic needs for safety. 

The father’s admitted alcohol use appears to be affecting his ability to adequately protect and care 

for his infant son and his step-children. 

Emma and Aidan have different fathers. The whereabouts of Aidan’s father, Matt Davis are 

unknown.  

During the last case opening, a diligent search found that Emma’s father, Dan Weaver, lives just 

three miles over the border into New York.  Subsequently, the caseworker encouraged the family to 

maintain regular visitation between Emma and her father. Hour-long visits were eventually 

lengthened to day-long visits.  Since that time, Emma and her father have visited regularly, yet not 
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frequently and have developed a positive relationship.  Ever since Emma and her two siblings were 

placed in substitute care, she has been asking to see her father more frequently.   

Dan has a long history of depression which he used to manage through medication.  In the past 

couple of years, his depression has caused him to miss shifts, resulting in multiple job losses.  He is 

not currently being seen by a mental health provider. He has not been able to find a full-time job that 

provides medical insurance and he is unable to afford to pay for insurance on his own.  He currently 

rents a room in a house.  There are no known safety threats associated with Dan.  Upon placement, 

he declined the offer to work towards having his daughter live with him, citing he would never be 

stable enough.  Although he remains ambivalent about the idea, he is now giving it some 

consideration since he learned about the possibility of Emma being adopted if she can’t be returned 

to a parent.       

On 11/28, the agency was granted emergency custody and placed the three children locally in the 

home of Taylor’s brother and sister-in-law, Brandon and Cindy Bloom.  They volunteered to provide 

permanent care for the children if needed. Both Brandon and Cindy were challenged immediately 

with Emma’s parentified behaviors. Emma didn’t understand why anyone would need to take care of 

her.  In addition, she needed to be “in charge” of her siblings and stated that she felt that she knows 

how to care for Aidan and Mason better than her aunt and uncle. 

About the Children 

Emma  

Emma is a sixth-grade student at Cleveland Elementary, who appears to be intelligent, 

developmentally appropriate, physically healthy, but very depressed. Emma is very protective of her 

mother and brothers. Emma takes on and accepts responsibility for the caretaking role for both of 

her brothers. Emma has frequently seen her mother using drugs and understands what they are and 

how they affect her mother. Emma is extremely preoccupied with the family situation and says she is 

afraid for herself and her brother’s safety. 

Aidan 

Aidan, who attends kindergarten at Cleveland Elementary School, appears to be physically healthy 

although somewhat small for his age. His vocabulary is limited for his age. He is shy and somewhat 

withdrawn. Aidan reports that Emma takes care of him a lot and that sometimes his mother is not 

there. He reports that he is not usually scared because Emma takes care of him and she is nice to 

him.  

Mason 

Mason appears to be small for his age. The caseworker observed him sleeping on the couch with a 

pillow propped up at his side to prevent him from rolling off the couch. He slept throughout most of 

the interview. When he woke up crying the mother did not comfort him, check on his diaper, or offer 

him a bottle. Only after you picked Mason up and commented on his needs did Ms. Bloom prepare 

him a bottle and offer it to him.
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III.  Are Safety Threats Present? Yes? □ No? If Yes, complete the following: 

Discussion Protective Capacities: A protective capacity is a specific quality that can be observed and understood to be part of the way a 

caregiver thinks, feels, and acts that makes him or her protective. The purpose of determining whether or not a caregiver has protective capacities is to 1) 
determine if the child can be safe with that caregiver, 2) to determine when a child could be safely returned to the home, and/or 3) to determine if the case 
can be closed. Protective Capacities can be absent, enhanced or diminished. Consider each identified safety threat. What protective capacity must be 
enhanced and in operation to mitigate that threat? For enhanced protective capacities, describe specifically how that protective capacity would prevent the 
safety threat from reoccurring in the near future. 

Caregiver Name  
Safety 
Threat 
By #  

Child 
Suffix/
Name 

List the Caregiver Protective 
Capacities which, when enhanced 

AND used, would mitigate the 
safety Threat. 

Indicate if the Protective Capacity is enhanced, diminished or absent. 
For enhanced protective capacities describe how the selected 
capacity prepares, enables or empowers the caregiver to be 

protective. Will the caregiver(s) be able to put the protective capacity 
into action? 

Taylor 
5,6,8, 
9, 10, 
14 

A & B 
& C 

The caregiver demonstrates 
impulse control. 

This is a diminished protective capacity. Taylor has relapsed 
and her use of drugs compromises any protective capacities 
she usually has had. Taylor also demonstrates that she is 
currently unable or unwilling to demonstrate impulse control as 
is evidenced by her frequent leaving of all three children 
unsupervised.  

The caregiver has a history of 
protecting 

This is a diminished protective capacity.  Taylor has left an 
infant and a 5-year-old alone.  She requires an 11-year-old to 
provide them with supervision.  In the past, Taylor has 
demonstrated the capacity to apply learned skills such as 
providing appropriate supervision and substance abuse coping 
strategies.  She is not currently demonstrating these skill sets.  
Taylor must be able to demonstrate how she can draw from her 
prior success. 

The caregiver expresses love, 
empathy, and sensitivity 

toward the child; experiences 
specific empathy with the 
child’s perspective and 

feelings 

This is a diminished protective capacity. While Taylor shares 
that she loves her children she does not fully recognize or 
understand the long-term emotional impact her drug use and 
lack of supervision has on her children.  

Taylor 10 A 
The caregiver has accurate 

perceptions of the child 

This protective capacity is currently absent for Taylor. She is 
unaware of and lacks sufficient understanding of child 
development and has parentified her eldest child, Emma. 
Taylor’s expectation is for Emma to provide care and 
supervision to Aidan and Mason when she is engaged in drug 
use.  

Sam 

5,6,8, 
9, 10, 
14 

A & B 
& C 

The caregiver demonstrates 
impulse control.  

This protective capacity is currently diminished. When he is 
drinking, he can become violent.  

The caregiver understands 
his/her protective role 

 

Sam reports an unwillingness to provide his infant child some 
basic caretaking activities and relies on an 11-year-old child to 
perform these tasks. He has previously demonstrated a 
willingness to be part of his step-children’s lives and has 
demonstrated this interest by marrying their mother. However, 
he does not engage in actively parenting or disciplining these 
children.  
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Family Service Plan 
 

Date of Initial/Revised Plan: 12/16/xx Case Number:       Family Name: Bloom 

 

INITIAL REASON FAMILY WAS ACCEPTED FOR SERVICE: 
 

Describe the family’s situation(s) and the causes of the situation(s): 
Taylor’s (mother) current level of drug use currently impacts negatively on her ability to provide adequate care and supervision to the children. 
She leaves the children home alone to locate and use drugs, often overnight, 4 or more times per week.  Her judgment is impaired by her drug 
use, and she feels that Emma is capable of caring for her younger brothers Aidan and Mason in the absence of an adult caregiver, to include 
extended periods of time. There is often no formula for Mason. When intoxicated, Sam physically assaulted another man.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
Effects on child(ren): 
 
Emma exhibits anxiety about being left alone and reports she is scared to be home alone at night and scared of the neighborhood in which 
they live.  Emma is parentified. 
 
Mason appears small for his age.  
 
 
 
 
 

Concerns: 
 
Taylor leaves the children home alone for long periods of times unsupervised to use and obtain drugs. Taylor admits to having a significant 
substance abuse problem. She reports she uses methamphetamine and alcohol 4-5 times a week.  Taylor admits to leaving the children home 
alone but does not see this as a major concern since Emma is ten years old and provides supervision to her younger brothers, Aidan and 
Mason. Sam gets assaultive when he drinks to excess.    
 

Initial level of risk on:  11/28/xx        was:   

 High  Moderate  Low  No 

 

 


