
Judicial officers can take several steps to help fathers participate  
in the child protection court process and case planning. 

Create a culture of inclusion. 
 Set expectations for father

involvement 
 Treat a father with respect
 Give a father the opportunity to
     address the court 

Encourage the father’s involvement in case planning. 
 Encourage developing community-based services to

meet the father’s needs, like male-inclusive parenting 
classes, father mentoring programs, father engagement 
education groups, and other gender-specific programs 

 Allow visitation

Identify noncustodial father early and make ongoing attempts to locate him. 
 Establish paternity quickly
 The child welfare professional should utilize all six steps of Family Finding (discovery,

engagement, planning, decision making, follow up and evaluation).  Follow the Fostering 
connections Act and notify all adult relatives to the fifth degree within 30 days of         
placement. 

 Ensure the child welfare agency has a policy on identifying and locating absent parents,
including fathers and alleged fathers, and that it follows the policy in a timely manner. 

 Ask whether the agency has:
- Asked the mother, child or relatives about the father’s whereabouts 
- Used federal, state or other parent locator systems 
- Sent letters to and visited the last known address of the father, talked to neighbors, and       

             family members in the community where father previously resided 
- Checked with local jails, prison or correctional departments, probation or parole      

             agencies, and immigration authorities 
- Checked public benefits information (e.g., social security or public assistance) 
- Checked with the child support enforcement agency 
- Tried to locate the father through his driving and vehicle registration records 
- Used family-finding technology or services to locate the father  

Involve the father in hearings. 
 Utilize technology
       - Videoconferencing 
 Consider the father as a placement

option 
 Involve the father’s relatives

Identifying and Locating Noncustodial Fathers in Child Protection Cases 

Early identification and location of father, helps a child establish or maintain important con-
nections with his/her father and paternal relatives.  It may also reduce delays in permanency, 
whether the goal is reunification or adoption.  Establishing paternity quickly after a putative 
father is  located is critical to ensuring the case moves quickly and the father can assert and 
protect his constitutional rights to the care and custody of his child.  Judicial officers can: 

 If the father is not attending proceedings, find
out why and try to overcome these barriers 

       - Incarceration 
       - Work schedule 
       - Transportation 
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 Support positive impressions about fathers 
 
 Encourage the child welfare agency to offer the father services that respond to male      

learning styles 
 - Encourage the agency to engage fathers in services tailored to men’s learning styles 
 
 Focus on strengths 
 - Reaffirm the importance of fatherhood to the fathers and mothers who come                 
             before the court 

Engaging Fathers in Child Protection Cases by Understanding  
Male Help-Seeking and Learning Styles 

 
Judicial officers can help better engage fathers by understanding how men seek help and 
learn differently from women.  They can also encourage the child welfare agency to work 
with fathers as often as mothers, offer services geared toward men’s learning styles, and 
work as hard to find and engage fathers as mothers.  Treat the father as you would treat the 
mother.  Have the same expectations and support for the fathers as you do for the mothers. 

 National Quality Improvement Center on Non-
Resident Fathers and the Child Welfare System 

 American Humane Association 
 American Bar Association Center on Children 

and the Law 
 National Fatherhood Initiative 
 The Pennsylvania Fatherhood Workgroup’s 

May 2011 Report to the State Roundtable, 
“Kids Need their Dads.” 

The Pennsylvania Father Engagement Workgroup, a committee of the Administrative      
Office of Pennsylvania Courts Office of Children & Families in the Courts produced this 
bench card with special thanks and reference to the following sources: 
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