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Protocol for the Agency  

a) Check with the Bureau of Child Support Enforcement (BCSE) paternity tracking 
system for acknowledgements of paternity.  In the case of infants, this check 
should be conducted after a three-month interval. 

b) Check Pennsylvania Child Support Enforcement System (PACSES) for orders of 
support. 

c) Ask/interview the mother, explaining the important role that a father plays in the 
life of a child and the importance of identifying paternal relatives.  

d) Ask/interview the child. 
e) Ask/interview the maternal relatives or close friends. 
f) Check all collateral sources (including birth certificates, school records, medical 

records, neighbors, other relatives, etc.). Conduct an Accurint search and utilize 
social networking sites.  

Protocol for the Court  

a) Establish a legal father (there should be only one father per child.) 
b) Question mother and/or the child under oath. 
c) Explain to the mother the importance of establishing paternity. 
d) In cases where there is no legal father, and an alleged father appears, the judge 

should do a colloquy on the record about his obligation (child support, etc.) and 
then order genetic testing or ask him to sign an acknowledgement of paternity. 

e) In cases with a legal father, and there is a question as to who the biological 
father is, require the party seeking a paternity test to file a motion or petition 
seeking genetic testing, with service upon and notice to the legal father and all 
parties. 

f) Ensure the court order reflects that paternity has been established and, if not, the 
reason(s) paternity has not been established and what efforts, if any are being 
made to establish paternity. 

g) If paternity has not been established before the adjudication of dependency, but 
is subsequently established through either genetic testing or acknowledgement, 
the court should enter an order establishing paternity. 

h) When paternity is established, the court should consider filing a copy of the order 
with Domestic Relations to prevent later inconsistencies. 

i) If paternity has not been established, at every court hearing, the court should 
inquire as to the efforts that have been made to establish paternity. 


