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You assigned your caseworker, Sarah Knew, an investigation regarding the Thomas 
family. The allegations center on Becky Thomas (age 13) being sexually abused 
(fondled and oral contact) by her stepfather, Mr. Donald Thomas. Mr. Thomas is willing 
to come to the agency to answer questions because he wants to, “clear this mess up.” 
Mr. Thomas is bringing his wife, Becky’s mother, to the interview so that both Mr. and 
Mrs. Thomas can share what, “a liar and troublemaker Becky really is.” Mr. Thomas 
adds that when he married his wife, Becky was only eleven (11)-years-old but, “she was 
already messed up.” According to Mr. Thomas, his wife wanted to send Becky to live 
with her father in Oregon; however, Mr. Thomas is the one who advocated for Becky to 
remain in Pennsylvania. 
 
Your caseworker, Sarah Knew, interviewed Becky Thomas. Becky stated that she didn’t 
like it when Mr. Thomas would rub her back and feet when he was alone with her. He 
reportedly would tell her, “I am the only one that really loves you. Your dad doesn’t love 
you because he left you and your mom. I will never leave.” These incidents allegedly 
occurred when Mr. Thomas began to date Becky’s mother. Shortly after her mother was 
married, and Mr. Thomas officially adopted her, Becky reported that Mr. Thomas would 
enter her room at night, pull up her pajamas, and lick her, “pee-pee.” He allegedly told 
Becky that he was checking her pee-pee to make sure that she was clean. Becky is 
angry with her mother for choosing Mr. Thomas as her “other” father and she would like 
to go and live with her biological father. The alleged incidents began when Becky was 
eleven (11)-years-old 
 
Mr. Thomas is a person in his early forties. He was previously married to a woman who 
had three (3) girls to a previous relationship. The agency had allegations on Mr. 
Thomas when one of the girls provided history of sexual abuse, but the allegations were 
unfounded when the girl told her mother that she had lied. Mr. Thomas is a mechanic 
for the city bus company and works mostly day hours. He reportedly spends a great 
deal of time on the computer and admits that he likes to watch movies with girls that 
have, “big breasts.” 
 
Sarah Knew, the caseworker, is unsure how to proceed with this interview. As her 
Supervisor, you are attempting to help her conduct this interview. Discuss the key 
content pieces that you would like Sarah to focus on during her interview with Mr. 
Thomas. As a Supervisor, what do you see as the strategies that Sarah should employ 
to keep this interview on track vs. the distractions that could occur during the interview? 
 

 


