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Older Youth Collaborative Webinar Series
How to Develop and Sustain a Mentoring Program
Speaker Biographies

Rosaleen Holohan
Rosaleen Holohan is the Bucks County, PA Mentoring Specialist at Tabor Children Services, Inc. Adolescent Initiative Program.  The program has served over 75 adolescents in foster care since its inception in 2010.  She has a Bachelor of Arts degree in both Secondary Education and English Literature.  Rosaleen has an extensive volunteer and corporate background and lives in Doylestown, PA with her four children.
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Tessa Adams
Tessa Adams is the Program Coordinator for Project Hope, a mentoring program for current and former foster youth in Adams County. Since graduating from Shippensburg University with a BA in Communications/Journalism and Public Relations, Tessa has worked with organizations such as AmeriCorps, supervising a mentor program between at-risk high school students and college freshman as a Volunteer in Service to America (VISTA) and South Carolina’s Department of Social Services, supervising the State Youth Advisory Board for youth in foster care. Tessa earned her Master’s in Education while living abroad in Italy and loves having a job where her two passions – connecting and empowering others – come together!
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Dawn Robin Miller
Dawn Robin Miller is the Director of Suburban County Programs and supervisor of the Independent Living Program (known as the Adolescent Initiative Program) at Tabor Children's Services in Bucks County. She also owns a private psychology practice in Doylestown, PA.  Dawn has more than thirty years of experience in both the mental health and child welfare fields.  She also has extensive experience in the mentoring field.

Dawn was a consultant to Big Brothers Big Sisters Bucks County where she worked in the Options Program which provided services exclusively to Children and Youth and JPO clients.  She was also the president of the advisory board for the Family Friends (FF) program. This was a national mentoring program that matched senior citizens with families with special needs children. As an outgrowth of FF, Dawn became part of a subcommittee that developed the Kids in Care program that provides mentoring for children and youth in mental health placements.

After joining Tabor, Dawn was given the opportunity to develop a mentoring program for transition age foster youth as an adjunct to the AIP. That program is now six years old with seventy-six matches to its credit and still counting.
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Leasia Ayers-Caswell
Leasia Ayers-Caswell is the Program Supervisor of Independent Living Services and has been employed with Adams County Children and Youth Services for 25 years.  She has dedicated her career to assisting older foster youth and supporting them during and beyond their transition from the child welfare system.  She has worked as the coordinator of Independent Living (IL) Services for the past 23 years and supervises the staff providing direct services to these youth.  
Leasia has served on a number of boards and committees throughout her career and currently is a member of A Woman’s Purse of United Way, serves as the coordinator of the South Central Region’s Youth Advisory Board and the Adams County Independent Living Advisory Council.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]Leasia has been involved in the initiation and development of new services and resources for older foster youth in her county. This includes utilizing SWAN units of service to offer a group process to teens, locating funding to start up a transitional housing and mentoring programs for older youth, providing the leadership at her agency to begin offering Supervised Independent Living Placements and working with the local Housing Authority to write a preference policy for IL youth.  Leasia grew up and still lives in Adams County and enjoys spending time with her family, including her grandson and her chocolate Labrador Retriever.
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