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Independent Living Pre-Site Visit Questionnaire

State Fiscal Year (SFY) 21-22


1. County Name: 

2. County IL Coordinator: 

3. IL Services provided by: 

a. If a provider, indicate name: 

	IL Services Information



4. Individual completing this form: 

5. Primary IL Coordinator Contact at Children and Youth Agency (CYA): 

6. National Youth in Transition Database (NYTD) Coordinator (CYA): 

7. NYTD Coordinator (at provider if applicable): 

8. Credit Reporting Contact (CYA): 

9. Education and Training Grant (ETG) Contact (for verification of youth eligibility): 

10. Please list all IL unit and private provider staff. (If your list exceeds the fields, please submit additional staff via email to your assigned Practice Improvement Specialist.):


	Older Youth Served



These numbers should only reflect youth being served in your IL program ages 14 – 23.

	
	Served 
SFY 20-21
	Projected
SFY 21-22

	11. Number of IL youth in care:
	
	

	12. Number of older youth who received regular IL services1:
	
	

	13. Number of older youth who received aftercare IL services1:
	
	

	14. Number of delinquent-only youth (no shared care responsibility or dual-adjudicated):
	
	

	15. Number of youth receiving in-home services who also receive IL services (e.g., GPS cases, youth not adjudicated):
	
	

	16. Number of other youth (youth not involved with CYA, but identified as at risk by the community):
	
	



	Statewide Adoption and Permanency Network (SWAN) Services



SWAN Services are an important tool in finding permanency and permanency connections for older youth. Please complete the following chart with numbers only for youth involved in your IL program.

	SWAN Unit of Service
	Received SFY 20-21
	Projected SFY 21-22

	17. Child profile:
	
	

	18. Child preparation:
	
	

	19. Child specific recruitment:
	
	



20. Does your county send staff to attend SWAN/IL quarterly meetings?

a. If not, why? 

b. Do you have suggestions for trainers or training topics at SWAN events? 

21. Does your county send the IL provider (if applicable) to attend SWAN/IL quarterly meetings? 

	Older Youth Services and Outcomes (Report Information as it Relates to SFY 2020-2021)



Special Populations

22. Number of pregnant older youth: 

23. Number of parenting older youth: 

24. Please identify resources and support available to older youth in your county who identify as LGBTQ+: 

25. Are you currently providing education related to racial equity to staff? 

a. If yes, what does this look like?  

26. Are you currently providing education related to racial equity to youth? 

a. If yes, what does this look like? 

27. How are you providing services to youth with disabilities (physical and/or developmental)? 

Education

28. Number of older youth eligible to graduate from high school (during academic school year 2020 - 2021): 

29. Number of older youth that graduated from high school or earned a GED (during academic school year 2020 - 2021): 

Of Those Older Youth Who Graduated from High School or Earned a GED

30. Number enrolled in post-secondary education4:

31. Number enrolled in military/armed forces: 

32. Provide the number of older youth who graduated from a post-secondary education program (during academic school year 2020-2021): 

33. Provide the number of older youth who have participated in post-secondary education preparation activities (tutoring, school visits, assistance in completing applications, scholarship searches, etc.) prior to their senior year of high school: 

34. Do you believe your county has been successfully able to implement Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) requirements? 

35. Do you need additional support? 

	Permanency/Permanent Connections



36. Number of older youth who aged out of care: 

37. Number of older youth matched to mentors2: 

38. Number of older youth having at least one permanent connection3: 

39. Total number of youth over the age of 16 with a primary or concurrent goal of Another Planned Permanent Living Arrangement (APPLA): 

a. Primary: 
b. Concurrent: 

40. Describe what efforts are being made to identify and review permanency goals for youth aged 14 and older: 

41. List the array of services and efforts used toward establishing permanency and permanent connections for older youth: 

42. How many older youth (between the ages of 14-21) participated in a Permanency Roundtable this year? 

a. What was the outcome? 

	IL Services



43. What needs assessment do you use to assess youth aged 14 and older? 

44. Number of older youth who received IL services outside of county boundaries: 

45. What barriers do you encounter when providing services to youth outside of the county? 

	Resumption of Jurisdiction/Extended Foster Care



46. Number of older youth who participated in an extension of foster care after their 18th birthday: 

47. Provide the number of youth aged 18-21 who have resumed dependency jurisdiction: 

48. Of the number above, how many youth have entered placement and what types of placements are utilized? 

49. How are referrals for resumption of court jurisdiction received? 

50. Why are youth requesting to reenter care? 

51. Of the five criteria below, what is the top factor for eligibility? 

52. Describe what considerations the CYA makes when planning for the number of youth who are eligible and likely to resume court jurisdiction: 

	Aftercare Services



53. What aftercare services are being provided to youth ages 21-23? 

54. Please indicate the number of youth served ages 21-23: 

	Normalcy



55. Provide the number of youth, 16 years or older, who have a driver’s license or learner’s permit: 

56. Describe efforts to support young drivers and any barriers to obtaining driver’s license and learner’s permits: 

57. Provide the number of licensed youth with ready access to an automobile: 

58. Provide the number of licensed youth who own their own automobile: 

59. Describe efforts to support automobile ownership for youth and any barriers to automobile ownership: 

60. How is your county ensuring that youth are provided with regular, ongoing opportunities to participate in age and developmentally appropriate activities and experiences? This should NOT include life skills classes or IL groups: 

61. How is your county ensuring that resource parents or a designated staff person in the youth’s placement setting are able to make decisions regarding the youth’s participation in age or developmentally appropriate extracurricular, enrichment, cultural or social activities and experiences? 

	Transition Planning



62. What Family Engagement Practice does your county use in the development of transition plans? 

63. How are you informing and supporting youth of their right to have two supportive adults involved with case planning activities? 

64. Describe how transition planning occurs for youth with identified disabilities or youth involved with multi-systems? What age does this begin? 

	Housing



65. Number of older youth homeless or near-homeless for one night or more (homeless is defined as youth that had no regular or adequate place to live. This includes living in a car, on the street, or staying in a homeless or other temporary shelter.): 

66. What type of housing programs are available to youth in your county? 

67. What barriers do you face with regard to finding safe and affordable housing for older youth? 

68. Provide the number of youth served using Independent Living grant funds to pay for rent, down payment for rent (i.e. first and last) or mortgage: 

69. Provide the number of youth served using Independent Living grant housing supports (utilities, furniture, etc. do not include rent/down payments/mortgage): 

70. How many youth received both housing and housing supports? 

71. What was the total amount paid from Independent Living grant in the following areas for housing? (71a and 71b should equal this amount): $

a. Rent/mortgage payments: $
b. Housing supports (utilities, etc. Do not include rent/mortgage): $

72. Describe any barriers to placement in licensed or unlicensed independent living settings and transitional living residences for youth ages 18-21: 

73. Has your county utilized the Fostering Youth to Independence (FYI) Program housing vouchers? 

a. If yes, please describe your experience with the vouchers?  If no, what is the barrier to utilizing the vouchers? 

	Credit



74. Are you in compliance with conducting credit checks and seeking resolutions for inaccuracies from all three credit bureaus (Experian, TransUnion and Equifax) for older youth aged 14 and above? 

75. Please identify successes with this process:  

76. Please identify challenges with this process: 

	National Youth in Transition Database (NYTD)



77. Describe the county’s efforts to engage youth for successful completion of the NYTD Follow-up Survey (ages 19 and 21). Identify what assistance, if any, is needed: 

78. What resources do you use to stay connected with these older youth? 

a. Please identify any successes with this process: 

b. Please identify any challenges with this process: 

79. Do you need additional information about NYTD? 

a. If yes, please identify the areas in which you are requesting additional information: 

	Key Transition Documents



The following documents must be provided to youth who discharge from substitute care on or after age 18:

· Birth certificate
· Social security card
· State photo ID, driver's license, or US passport
· Health information/medical records, including immunizations
· Health insurance information
· Health care power of attorney or health care proxy
· Educational information/records
· Copy of IEP (if applicable)
· Copies of any credit history reports
· Medical access card (if applicable)
· CY60 - Proof of former foster care status and medical assistance coverage (if discharged after age 18)
· Social security benefits
· Family/tribal contact information
· Immigration documents
· Legal documents relating to custody or guardianship
· Court review and court order
· Selective service registration (males only)
· Voter registration
· Child profile
· Life book
· 90 day transition plan
· Documentation explaining that older youth may remain in care up until the age of 21 per Pennsylvania law

80. Is the county providing these documents, and if not, why? 

81. What changes in practice has your county adopted, as it relates to serving older youth, since the pandemic? 

82. Is there an identified agency need for training, technical assistance, or transfer of learning from the Pennsylvania Child Welfare Resource Center? 

a. If yes, check all that apply:

- Technical assistance needed: 
- Training need: 
- Transfer of learning need: 
- Suggested training topics/suggestions: 

	Supplemental Funding from Consolidated Appropriations Act



83. Did your county serve any young adults ages 23-27 in aftercare? 

a. If yes, what specific services did you provide? 

b. How many youth were served? 

84. Based on the supplemental funding from the Consolidated Appropriations Act, how were you able to support youth and young adults with driving and transportation assistance? 

85. Please describe any targeted outreach (including your local community) and public awareness efforts your county made to inform youth and young adults about benefits they may be eligible for under the Consolidated Appropriations Act? 

86. Please share strategies you have used to engage youth and young adults with your public awareness campaigns and awareness efforts? 

	Continuous Quality Improvement



87. What strategies and recommendations were identified for the IL program from the following sources: Previous year’s IL Site Visit Report, the county agency’s Quality Service Review Continuous Improvement Plan, licensing review, Needs Based Plan and Budget, or other data sources? Provide a brief update on the progress made in each of those areas, indicating if the strategies/goals were accomplished, if there were any barriers or challenges you faced and if you need additional support in meeting those strategies/goals: 

88. Additional comments: 

Definitions

1 Older youth is defined as youth ages 14-21 (ending at 21st birthday) receiving regular IL services or aftercare independent living services until the youth’s 23rd birthday.  This number may include duplicate youth if the youth transitioned from Regular IL to Aftercare within the same fiscal year. 
2 Mentoring is defined as an older youth who has been matched informally or formally with a screened and trained adult for a one-on-one or group relationship that involves meeting on a regular basis.  Mentoring can be short-term, but it may also support the development of a long-term relationship.
3 A permanent connection is an adult who the youth can go to for advice or guidance when there is a decision to make or a problem to solve, or for companionship to share personal achievements. This can include, but is not limited to, adult relatives, parents, or foster parents. The definition excludes spouses, partners, boyfriends or girlfriends, and current caseworkers. The adult must be easily accessible to the youth, either by telephone or in person. 
4 Post-secondary education is defined as trade schools, certificate programs, vocational rehabilitation programs, two-year and four- year colleges and universities.
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