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In Permanent Placement with a Fit and Willing Relative, the agency keeps the case open at the agency 
and maintains legal and physical custody.   
 

Parents’ rights and responsibilities: The parents maintain the responsibility to financially support the 
child.  The parents can request the court at any time to review the case to reconsider the custody order or 
visitation order.  The relatives remain certified foster parents and can continue to receive foster care 
maintenance payments from the agency.  The parents maintain visitation rights.  
 

Agency’s responsibilities: The child welfare professional’s responsibility is to work with the parents and 
the relatives to develop and monitor a visitation plan that will meet the child’s needs for safety 
permanence and well-being.  This responsibility includes arranging for ongoing sibling visitation no less 
than twice per month.   
 

Another agency responsibility is to ensure that the relative caregivers have the financial and emotional 
support to raise the child.  In addition, relative caregivers must be told where in their community they can 
access medical, educational, behavioral, and supportive services for the child.  It is also important for the 
child welfare professional to explain to parents and relative caregivers the important roles they all will play 
in the child’s life and the parameters of their rights and responsibilities.  The agency has the responsibility 
of maintaining monthly contact with the child, assuring safety in the home in which the child resides, and 
conducting ongoing assessments of the child’s needs.  Other responsibilities include the planning, 
ensuring the delivery of and monitoring of needed medical, educational, behavioral, and supportive 
services.  The agency has the responsibility of maintaining community and extended family connections 
for the child/youth until the child is discharged from care.  The child welfare professional must also 
continually engage the parents and youth in ongoing case planning.  
 

Court’s responsibilities: Since placement with a fit and willing relative is less preferred than 
reunification, adoption, and PLC, judges and masters may thoroughly explore the appropriateness of this 
placement.  This may involve serious inquiring with all parties to the case to determine whether the 
placement is suitable and that the relative’s motive for supporting this goal is not solely to avoid 
terminating parental rights. Judges and masters may still seek a more desirable alternative to the fit and 
willing relative in some cases.  This alternative can include a non-relative who would be willing to adopt or 
accept guardianship.  The court conducts regular review hearings. 
     
Some courts in the Commonwealth will order a child with a goal of Fit and Willing Relative to the physical 

custody of relatives, refer the relatives to the county assistance office, and close the case.  This is not 

best practice according to the Office of Children, Youth and Families Bulletin. Child placements with 

emergency caregivers 3140-04-05/3490-04-01.   
 

The goal of Fit and Willing Relative rarely, if ever meets the needs of young children.  Children should be 
allowed to grow up without agency involvement by obtaining a caregiver who is willing to make a 
permanent commitment to them. The Placement with a Fit and Willing Relative option should be reserved 
for those rare situations where:  

 

 The agency has been unsuccessful at identifying a more permanent resource after thoroughly 
completing an exhaustive search for relatives and non-relatives through Child Specific Recruitment;   

 The child does not wish to be adopted after being counseled on the benefits of other permanency 
options;  

 The child has an ongoing need (usually a treatment need) that cannot be met without agency or court 
involvement; and 

 The relative caregiver is making a sincere commitment to keep the child in his/her care until the age of 
majority.  


