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Peter 

You are a caseworker that has recently determined a case of child sexual abuse to be 
indicated.  The child’s mother and the mother’s paramour are the perpetrators by 
commission.  When both adults were arrested and incarcerated, the child’s mother 
indicated that she did not know who the child’s father was.  The child was placed in 
foster care when no other relatives could be identified.  A week after the child was 
placed in foster care; a man, Peter, arrived at your agency claiming to be the child’s 
father.  He presented a copy of the child’s birth certificate and showed that his name 
was listed as the father.  He said he had not seen his daughter for 3 years because he 
was in prison and was recently released.  Peter would like to have his daughter 
released to his custody immediately. 

Emmanuel 

Lucinda is a 15 year old female in 9th grade.  She is currently living in a residential 
treatment facility.  Lucinda was placed by Child Protective Services because she was 
truant and was Indicated for physically abusing her younger sibling.  Lucinda’s mother 
is not willing to allow her to come home.  Lucinda’s father, Emmanuel, is allegedly in the 
area, but has no contact with her.  You have learned that he has not paid child support 
in over a year.  Lucinda knows where her father lives but will not disclose the 
information because she does not want him to go to jail.  One afternoon, Emmanuel 
calls your office and indicates that he would like to have custody of his daughter. 

Dan 

Willy is a 6-year-old male who was placed into foster care nearly 2 years ago.  Willy had 
lived with his mother until one day; she left him with a neighbor and did not return.  Willy 
stayed with the neighbor for 2 weeks and was then brought to the local Child Protective 
Services Agency.  Willy’s grandparents were located but refused to care for the child.  
There was no record of a father on the child’s birth certificate.  The neighbor indicated 
that the father was Dan and he lived about two hours away.  At the time of placement, a 
letter was sent to Dan’s last known address but there was no response.  The child has 
been with the same resource family for his entire placement and they have said that 
they would like to adopt him. 
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Steve 

Steve is a 32-year-old male.  He works in a local factory and lives with two roommates.  
Steve has a minor criminal record of drinking related incidents.  All of the incidents 
occurred prior to his 20th birthday.  Last year Steve briefly dated Amanda.  Amanda 
ended the relationship after a few weeks and Steve has not heard from her since.  
Yesterday, Amanda was arrested for possession of cocaine and the local police took 
her 10-month-old son into emergency custody.  Amanda informed the police that Steve 
is the child’s father, but he does not know he is the father.  She said she would like the 
child to go with Steve during her incarceration.  All available information about Steve 
was given to your agency. 

Seth 

Seth is a 40-year-old male.  He is the father of Drew, a 16-year-old child on your 
caseload.  Drew has behavioral problems and is diagnosed with Oppositional Defiant 
Disorder.  Drew was expelled from school after threatening to kill his teacher.  He now 
attends a charter school.  Drew lives with his mother and sees his father one weekend 
per month in the community.  Drew and his father were very close when Drew was 
younger.  When Drew was 10, his parents divorced.  Seth quickly remarried and his 
involvement with his son decreased dramatically.  Seth’s new wife, Alison, did not like 
Drew and said she would not allow him to be in their home.  Drew’s recent behaviors 
have caused his mother to request placement of the child.  Drew indicates that he wants 
to live with his father.  In a private meeting, Seth reports that he would love to live with 
his son, but his wife will not allow it. 

Now that you have read the case scenarios, please answer the following questions: 

1. How would you engage the father in case planning as a… 
a. Child welfare professional? 
b. Court? 
c. Attorney? 

 
2. How would you engage the father in the delivery of services as a… 

a. Child welfare professional? 
b. Court? 
c. Attorney? 

 
3. How would you engage the father in the court process as a… 

a. Child welfare professional? 
b. Court? 
c. Attorney? 


