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“Being part of this workgroup for me is ironic. I am who I am due to my father – or lack 
thereof. In many ways his absence has left me broken. To not be loved by my father is 
the painful secret that I carry with me. I used to talk about him and pretend we were 
close. I hope my work will help heal (or prevent) the emptiness for someone else.” 

“The importance of fathers has a personal significance for me. When I met my husband, 
he was a single dad of a three year old girl. He was fortunate to have the wherewithal to 
overcome the obstacles he faced. Many men are not. We owe it to the children we 
serve to strengthen their relationship with both parents. I write this today- 03/21/2013 
(the 25th anniversary of my father's death).” 

“The last time I saw my dad was 35 years ago when he walked out the door and left our 
family.  I missed out on so much, but he missed out on more. The workgroup is going to 
guide families to a more positive future because dads are involved.” 

“I am who I am because of my dad.  Our children deserve the same opportunity.” 

“The importance of fathers must be conveyed to everyone working with them.  A shift in 
practice and culture is needed and this workgroup helped move that message to the 
forefront of practice.” 

“Kids need dads!  My father was always there for me.  I can’t imagine growing up 
without him. It has been a privilege to work with dedicated advocates for fathers.” 

“Dads are loving, caring and concerned.” 

“Being asked to join the Father Engagement Workgroup was an honor.  I wanted to be 
part of seeing more fathers be able to have their children.  More and more fathers are 
stepping up each year.” 

“As a step-parent, I have always been conscious of the role of both parents in decision 
making for their child(ren).  Participating in the workgroup, made me more aware of the 
role and importance of fathers.  It made me more sensitive in court proceedings, that 
fathers are respectfully acknowledged and valued for the important role they play in the 
life of the child(ren).” 

“Proverbs 17:6   Children's children are the crown of old men; and the glory of children 
are their fathers.” 

“Proverbs 22:6   Train up a child in the way he should go: and when he is old, he will not 
depart from it.” 

“As a participant in this workgroup, I found many things that were needed and 
necessary to strengthen the role of fathers in Pennsylvania.  As a father, I had the 
distinct privilege of sharing my experiences with the group.  It was more intimate for me 
because I was a live subject and not just a computer survey. I was glad that I 
volunteered to have an impact on change in Pennsylvania and hopefully it will have an 
impact nationwide...” 

“I love my dad!” 


