
Permanency Timelines Quiz Answers 

The Pennsylvania Child Welfare Resource Center                                                                                                            209: Concurrent Planning 

  Appendix #2, Page 1 of 2 

 

 
Directions: Fill in the blank unless otherwise directed. 
 
 
According to the Concurrent Planning and Implementation Bulletin… 
 
 

1. The main purpose for ASFA’s tight permanency time frames relates to children’s 
 

A. attachment needs 
B. educational needs 
C. safety needs,  
D. none of the above   
 

2. If the court has determined that aggravated circumstances exist and that reasonable 
efforts to prevent or eliminate the need to remove the child from the child’s parent, 
guardian or custodian or to preserve and reunify the family need not to be made or 
continue to be made, the county Children and Youth Agency is required to file a TPR 
petition and to identify, recruit, process, and approve a qualified family to 
adopt, unless an exception is made by the court.  
 

3. Effective July 1, 2015 all children entering foster care with a goal of reunification will 
have a concurrent plan for permanency established within 90 days of their placement. 
 

4. Permanency hearings must occur every six months with proper notification to the 
parents/caregivers.  

 
5. When a child has a concurrent plan in addition to reunification, the county Children 

and Youth Agency must make reasonable efforts to reunify with parents and to make 
the child’s current placement permanent or to find the child a permanent home.   

 
6. When grounds exist for a child whom the county Children and Youth Agency would 

file for TPR, then the county Children and Youth Agency must file the TPR petition 
at that point in time and not wait until the child has been in out-of-home care the full 
amount allowed by law.  

 
7. Permanency is expected to be achieved for a child within twelve months of out-of-

home placement.    
 

8. Generally, ASFA requires agencies to file petitions to terminate parental rights when a 
child has been in out-of-home care 15 of the most recent 22 months. 
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9. Which reason below would the court not find to be an appropriate exception under 

ASFA for the requirement of the County Children and Youth Agency to file a TPR 
petition after the child has exceeded the amount of time allowed by law to remain in 
out-of-home care? 

 
A. The child is being cared for by a relative best suited for the physical, mental and 

moral welfare of the child;   

B. The county Children and Youth Agency has documented a compelling reason for 

determining that filing a petition to terminate parental rights would not serve the 

needs and welfare of the child;  

C. The county Children and Youth Agency has attempted, but has not yet found 

a permanent resource for the child; 

D. The child’s family has not been provided with necessary services to achieve the 

safe return to the child’s parent, guardian or custodian within the time frames set 

forth in the permanency plan. 

 

10. To petition the court for TPR, the 15 months in out-of-home care need to be       
consecutive.  True or False? 

 

11. The longer children remain in out-of-home, the less likely they are to achieve   
permanency. 

 
12. Children who remain in out-of-home care for long periods of time are more likely to 

experience multiple placements which can have detrimental effects on a child’s well-
being. 
 

13. One of the Child and Family Service Review indicators assesses whether finalization 
of the adoptions occurs within 24 months from the date the child enters care. 

 
14.  Substitute care placements are intended to be temporary. 

 
 
 

 


