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1. At the permanency hearing, the court accepts parents’ relinquishment of rights 
and responsibilities.  
Primary goal: Adoption 
Finalize? No.  There are a number of legal steps between relinquishments 
and adoption finalization.   
Next steps: Consult with supervisor.   
 

2. Existing safety threats of the mother can be managed with a safety plan 
Primary goal: Return to parent 
Finalize? Yes.  When safety threats can be managed with a safety plan, it is 
time to reunify. 

 
3. Parents’ whereabouts continue to be unknown after extensive diligent searches.  

Multiple competent experts have determined that the 15-year-old’s medical and 
psychiatric needs are severe enough to require indefinite institutionalization to 
keep her safe. Facility staff are willing to come to the hearing to express the 
facility’s commitment to provide care to her until adulthood and beyond.   
Primary goal: Another Planned Permanent Living Arrangement.   
Finalize? Yes.  Return to parent is not possible.  The youth’s treatment 
needs require a specialized placement which could be considered a 
compelling reason.  The facility is committed to being a permanent 
resource.  

 
4. The five year old child’s safety cannot be assured with either parent after 

extensive reunification services have been provided. The child has been thriving 
in the care of the paternal aunt.  The aunt is willing to become the new legal 
parent and successfully completed an adoption home study this week. 
Primary goal: Adoption. 
Finalize? No.  There are typically a number of casework and legal steps 
between the completion of a home study and adoption finalization.  Remind 
participants that they learned this in Charting the Course (CTC): Module 9: 
Out of Home Placement and Permanency Planning.   
Next steps: Consult with supervisor.   
 

5. The 10 year old child’s safety cannot be assured with either parent.  The relative 
resource parent, being unfamiliar with adoption is only willing to accept the 
following rights in relation to the child: protection, education, care and control of 
the person, custody of the person, and decision making.  Otherwise, the family is 
a good match for the child. 
Primary goal: Adoption.  
Finalize? No. The relatives are unfamiliar with adoption.  
Next steps: Explore with the relatives the benefits of adoption as soon as 
possible, continue family visitation, provide services, and complete in-
home safety and out-of-home safety assessments.  Request a three month 
permanency hearing. 
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6. It is thought that the mother may be able to assure the seven year old child’s 
safety with three more months of therapy. The father’s home has no safety 
threats and would like to raise the child. 
Primary goal: Return to parent (father) 
Finalize? Yes.  When safety can be assured, the child should be returned to 
that parent.   

 
7. Aggravated Circumstances were found and reunification efforts were not 

necessary.  The 16 year old female still opposes adoption after quality child 
preparation services.  Relatives have chosen not be involved.  After her last 
placement disrupted five months ago, she was placed in a resource home willing 
to accept custody of her. The placement is going well and the youth wants to 
remain.  
Primary goal: PLC 
Finalize? No. The youth needs to reside in the home at least 6 months in 
order to recommend an individual as a PLC candidate for a child.   
Next Steps: Monitor placement, assure out-of-home care safety, provide 
services including Independent Living, prepare youth and resource family 
for permanency.  Request a permanency hearing in one month. 

 
8. Change or adjustment to circumstances that created the threats in the father’s 

home has occurred.  
Primary goal: Return to parent 
Finalize? Yes.  When safety can be assured, it is time to return to a parent. 
 

9. Parents are unwilling to relinquish parental rights on their one year old daughter, 
yet her safety cannot be assured.  A no reasonable efforts finding was made at 
the six month permanency hearing.  
Primary goal: Return to parent 
Finalize? No.  ASFA timeframes typically assure twelve months of 
reunification services while the CCYA makes reasonable efforts.  
Next steps: Provide intensive reunification services, while at the same time, 
take necessary steps to implement the concurrent plan of adoption. 
 

10. The maternal aunt would like her two year old nephew to remain in her care 
indefinitely while dependency and custody to the agency continues until the 
mother is able to safely parent her son again.  
Primary goal: Adoption 
Finalize? No. Unless adoption and PLC have been ruled out, it is not 
appropriate for a young child to grow up in the custody of the CCYA. The 
plan of Permanent Placement with a Fit and Willing Relative that the aunt is 
proposing is not permanent.   
Next steps:  Explore with the aunt the importance of permanency and 
determine if she is able to commit to being a permanent resource for the 
child.  If she is not, recruit for an adoptive family, preferably a relative.     

 



Permanency Recommendations Answers (continued) 
 

The Pennsylvania Child Welfare Resource Center                                                                                          209: Concurrent Planning 
                     Appendix #8, Page 3 of 3 

 

11. The parents disappeared six months ago and have not been found even after an 
extensive diligent search, including Family Finding.  An adoptive resource has 
not yet been found for the 11 year old.  
Primary goal: Adoption.  Keep in mind that some courts are unwilling to 
identify adoption as the permanency goal without an identified adoptive 
resource. 
Finalize? No 
Next steps: Complete the casework steps, including specific child 
recruitment and legal steps for adoption.   
 

12. The parents want to relinquish parental rights and responsibilities of their 12 year 
old son who wants to be adopted so he can have a family he calls his own. The 
non-relative resource parents, who have had in in their home since placement, 
know the benefits of adoption but are unable to make such a commitment.  
However, they are willing to become the legal custodian. 
Primary goal: ?  This answer might not be so clear-cut.  
Finalize?  No 
Next steps: ?  Ask participants what other factors must be considered in 
order to inform the recommendation.  For example,  

a. Adoption with another family might be the best option since the 
caregivers are not relatives.  If they were relatives, PLC might offer 
the child the greatest amount of permanency.   

b. The reasons why the caregivers will not adopt even when the child 
wants it should be explored.  

c. Does the refusal to adopt signify that the caregivers will not be able 
to meet the child’s future needs? 

d. Will the child thrive and be able to attach to these caregivers 
knowing that they did not choose to adopt him?  

e. How would the child respond to another placement?  
 


