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LOCATING FATHERS & ESTABLISHING PATERNITY 

BENCH CARD 

 
Identifying and locating fathers early in dependency matters 

helps children establish or maintain important connections. 

Doing so also expedites permanency. 
 

Judges and Hearing Masters should ask whether the county agency caseworker 

has: 

1. Utilized all six steps of Family Finding (discovery, engagement, planning, 
decision making, follow up and evaluation). What specifically was done? 

2. Complied with the requirement of the Fostering Connections Act? If so, how? 
3. Asked the mother, child or relatives about the father’s whereabouts? 
4. Utilized the federal, state or other parent locator systems? 
5. Sent letters to the last known address of the father? 
6. Visited the last known address of the father, talked to neighbors and family 

members in the community where father previously resided? 
7. Checked local jails, prisons, correctional facilities, probation and parole agencies, 

and immigration authorities? 
8. Checked public benefits information (e.g., social security or public assistance)? 
9. Checked with the child support enforcement agency? 
10. Checked driving and vehicle registration records? 
11. Used technology and social media to locate the father? 

 
Judges and Hearing Masters should also: 

 

1. Ask the mother and other relatives about the father’s identity and location at the 
first and all subsequent hearings, until the issue is resolved. 

2. Obtain information under oath or via an affidavit establishing parentage. 
3. Ask the child about the father’s identity, location, and names of paternal kin (if 

appropriate). 
4. Require the Agency to promptly obtain information through any action noted 

above. 
5. Order the Agency to follow up on information gained from court hearings. 
6. At every hearing, require information about progress in identifying and locating 

the father. 
7. Impose deadlines for searches or for filing affidavits detailing search efforts. 
8. Ensure Court Orders and records reflect effort to identify and locate fathers. 
9. Consider a finding of “No Reasonable Efforts” if the Agency has not made 

attempts to locate fathers. 
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LOCATING FATHERS & ESTABLISHING PATERNITY 

BENCH CARD 

Establishing paternity after a putative father is located is critical. 

The father can then assert and protect his constitutional rights to 

the care and custody of his child. 
 

Judges and Hearing Masters should: 
 

1. Arrange for the paternity case to be expedited so the father can be engaged and 
supported in the dependency case, if the cases are being handled separately. 

 
2. Question the putative father directly about his: 

 
a. Relationship to the mother. 
b. Desire to be a father. 
c. Efforts to have or maintain a relationship with his child, such as: 

 How often he sees the child; 

 How often he speaks with the child; 

 Whether he provides formal or informal financial or other support to the 
child; 

 Whether his name is on the birth certificate; 

 If he has filed a claim or acknowledgement of paternity; 

 If he was living with or married to the mother when she was pregnant 
or when the child was born; and 

 Whether he has been prevented from contact with the child. 

 
3. Require paternity testing, when appropriate. 

 
4. Request at every hearing, information about progress being made to establish 

paternity. 

 
5. Be clear in the court order once paternity and “legal” fatherhood are established. 

 
6. Inform the father of his right to counsel and availability of court appointed 

counsel. 

 
7. Expect the same level of service delivery provided to father as is provided to 

mother. 
 

 

These questions are adapted from the text of this chapter, the Mission and Guiding Principles for 

Pennsylvania’s Dependency System and the State Roundtable Workgroup on Fatherhood. 


