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 Identifying information such as case name, case number and date of plan. 

 Participants are the persons to be included in visits - The visitation plan should 

specify who may or may not visit, and by what process the agency will consider 

exceptions. Particular attention should be given in the written plan to visits between 

siblings placed separately to comply with Fostering Connections. 

 Visit frequency – Weekly visits should be viewed as a minimum.   

 Duration of visits - Length and time of visits should be individualized and vary, 

depending upon the needs of children and their parents, and on the CPP objectives. 

 Visit location – Least restrictive settings where safety can be assured should be 

chosen.  Activities should be individualized and vary, depending upon the needs of 

children and their parents, and on the CPP objectives. 

 Level of supervision - Visits may be supervised in order to protect children, observe, 

and assess interaction, and/or to facilitate family members’ learning.  Resource 

parents, family members, and other informal supports can be used when 

appropriate. 

 Transportation responsibility - The agency is responsible to develop reasonable 

transportation plans for visits 

 Agency services to support visiting - In many instances, effective visiting is 

undermined by both the agency and the parents’ lack of resources. Therefore, the 

identification of services and resources that will support children and parents in 

following through with the visit plan is necessary.  

Some agencies use their own visitation forms that also require additional information to be 

documented such as:  

 Visit activities - The plan should identify the types of activities that would be 

expected. These might include child-related tasks the parents are expected to 

perform during visits, such as “provide appropriate meals” and “accompany the child 

to necessary appointments.” 

 Visit conditions - Based on prior experiences with a parent and information regarding 

a parent’s protective capacities and existing safety threats and risk factors, parents 

may be required to meet certain conditions related to visits. These are identified in 

the visitation plan and might include “remain sober throughout the visit,” “will not 

make promises to child about placement”, or “will not share inappropriate information 

with, the child,” “will not threaten the child,” and “will refrain from . . .” (e.g. specific 

behaviors that contributed to the child’s placement, such as leaving the child alone 

or leaving the child with a sitter or family member under the influence of drugs). 

Regardless as to whether visit activities and visit conditions are required on an agency form, 
this information must be discussed, understood by all parties, and documented in case 
notes. 


